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Department of International Research Collaboration
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WEB page address

https://www.cicaori.com/

It is essentially important for Japan, as a maritime nation, to recognize
the rights and responsibilities within the international framework for
understanding the ocean through the promotion of marine research. However,
the integration of international efforts in global marine science cannot be
achieved by individual researchers or institutes alone. Therefore, we have
been strongly developing international activities related to atmosphere and
ocean sciences since the establishment of our predecessors, the "Center
for International Cooperation" (1994-2010) and the "Center for International
Collaboration(CIC)" (2010-2022). After that, from 2022, as the Department
of International Collaboration, we continue to promote research and human
resource development based on international frameworks, and to lead
various research activities. In particular, for the "United Nations Decade of
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development,” which has commenced in
2021, we will actively lead related activities at national and regional level.
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International meeting on cooperative research  Participation in an 10C meeting at Paris as
with the Vietnamese Academy of Science and members of the Japanese delegation

Technology at the Atmosphere and Ocean

@ Oceanographic conditions in Suruga Bay: Oceanographic
conditions controlling the retention mechanism of an
important fisheries resource in Suruga Bay, is studied
by analyzing observational data of surface currents and
oceanographic structure in the bay.

@® Mechanisms of oceanic and atmospheric variability:
Variability of oceanic and atmospheric conditions in the
Sanriku Coast area is investigated by the analysis of
long-term records of oceanographic and meteorological
observations at the International Coastal Research Center.

@ Oceanographic data and information management: Data
management, which is one of the key issues in the policy
making processes for ocean management, is studied based
on the analysis of related international activities and inter-
agency relationships.

@ Behavior of micro-plastics in the ocean: Studies of marine
micro-plastic pollution, an internationally emerging issue,
has been promoted under close collaboration with Nippon
Foundation.

@ Promotion of UN Decade of Ocean Science: UN Decade
of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-
2030), which commenced in 2021 based on the Resolution
for ocean affairs at 2017 UN General Assembly, has been
promoted at national
and international
levels.

BRI IC 6 1 2 A
Oceanographic observation
in Suruga Bay, Japan
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@Policy analysis for sustainable fisheries: management measures
based on the ecological nature of the target species and the
social nature of the fisheries operations.

@®Marine Management Plan for the Shiretoko World Heritage:
rule makings to achieve both the conservation and uses of the
marine ecosystems in the UNESCO World Heritage site.

@Integrated marine policy: The integrated analysis of the various
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stakeholders’ usages and management measures by the marine-
related governmental ministries/agencies..
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researches at the international level.
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@Elucidating Kuroshio Paradox: Kuroshio region is known as its
high fisheries production in spite of the oligotrophic condition. |
propose this situation as “Kuroshio Paradox” . To elucidate the
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HICERBOEREH OB L ERREOHBET>TL incubstion experiments.

E3CH @Photosymbiotic foraminifera: Various species of unicellular
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paradox, we examine plankton responses to various nutrient
supply events along Kuroshio axis.

@®Role of zooplankton in ultraoligotrophic subtropical Pacific:
We examine the role of zooplankton in biogeochemical
cycles in ultraoligtrophic subtropical Pacific by means of high
sensitivity photometric analysis of biogenic elements and

zooplankton foraminifera are symbiotic with algae. We investigate
the distribution of foraminifera and photosynthetic physiology of
the algae to understand the role of the photosymbiosis.

HEFEHED
FHEFR
Photosymbiotic
foraminifera
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http://www.icrc.aori.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Department of local research and collaboration is centered on Otsuchi
Coastal Research Center (formerly International Coastal Research
Center) that was established in 1973 in Ilwate Prefecture. We are
aiming to comprehensively understand the diverse coastal ecosystem
in Japan spreading over subarctic to subtropical areas with a
research station that is planned to build in Amami Oshima, Kagoshima
prefecture. In addition, we are carrying out multi-disciplinary
collaborative activities to contribute for local communities, such as
the "School of marine science and local hopes in Sanriku," that aims
for reconstruction and future promotion of the Sanriku coast severely
damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake, 2011 in cooperation
with the Institute of Social Science of the University of Tokyo.

http://www.icrc.aori.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
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Salmon (Oncorhynchus keta) spawning in the Kozuchi River.
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Kelp forests and associating adult abalones in the Otsuchi Bay.

@Fish ecology, behaviors and community structures:

Distribution, migration, growth and reproduction of coastal
and diadromous fishes are studied in relation to environmental
factors. Evolutionary histories of these ecological traits are also
investigated with morphological and molecular phylogenetic
approaches. Behavioral ecology on high migratory fish such as
chum salmon and Pacific bluefin tuna is studied by bio-logging,
respirometry, stable isotope analyses and numerical modeling.
Differences in fish community structures in sea-weed and sea-
grass beds in bays on the Sanriku Coast are investigated.

@Physical oceanography of the Asia-Pacific Ocean including

coastal areas of Japan: Marine environment and climate
variability in the Asia-Pacific region including coastal areas of
Japan are strongly influenced by ocean circulation. We aim
to elucidate coastal circulation, variability of the Kuroshio and
Oyashio Currents, and their interaction, performing observation
and numerical experiments.

@Ecology of marine benthic animals: Various habitats such

as macroalgal and seagrass beds coexist and sustain a
wide variety of marine animal species in coastal areas. We
investigate ecological traits of benthic animals including fishery
important abalone and sea urchin species and its relations
with spatiotemporal variability of habitats in coastal marine
ecosystems.

50°N

40°N

hio

hio

30°N

20°N } L Y
120E 130E 140E 150E 160E
BADARE E RN BH R

The Kuroshio and Oyashio Currents flowing near coastal areas of Japan.
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A fossil coral which can be used for high-
resolution paleoclimate reconstructions

@Evaluating ocean current variability and its relation to climate
change based on radiocarbon analysis in seawater: Radiocarbon
in seawater is a sensitive proxy for determining water mass mixing.
We conduct periodic radiocarbon monitoring surveys both in the
subtropical region of Amami-Oshima and the subarctic region of
the Sanriku Coast to further our understanding of the relationship
between seawater mixing mechanisms around Japan and global
climate change.

@Paleoclimate reconstructions based on carbonate geochemistry:
Paleoclimate reconstructions based on carbonate geochemistry
(e.g., coral skeletons, speleothems) are used to understand climate
change mechanisms across various time scales.

@Biogeochemical cycling in coastal environments: Available
amount of biophilic elements such as carbon, nitrogen and
phosphorous, is a key factor to limit biomass and biological
productivity in marine environments. The cycling of biophilic
elements in the coastal environment is regulated by highly
complicated system including human activities and the global
ocean circulation. We are trying to elucidate biological processes
mediating biogeochemical cycling through field observation and
laboratory experiment.
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Center for International and Local Research Cooperation,
Section for the Ocean Alliance Collaborative Research Organization
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WEB page address
https://www.oa.u-tokyo.ac.jp

The University of Tokyo Ocean Alliance Collaborative Research
Organization will strive to address the needs of our society with regard
to ocean issues, and will consider the future of our society and of
our nation from the global perspective of the related fields of ocean
research. The organization will extend and deepen our understanding
of the ocean, develop new concepts, technologies, and industries and
will form a distinguished think tank to contribute to our country's ocean
related political discussions. Interdisciplinary Education Program on
Ocean Science and Policy transecting social science, natural science
and technology for the purpose are also provided in cooperation with
the organization. This section supports these academic activities.

https://www.oa.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index-e.html
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Field work of ocean plastic debris survey in Interdisciplinary Education Program
on Ocean Science and Policy
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Internship in the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
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@Promotion of interdisciplinary studies in ocean science:
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The oceans are subject to various marine-related interests,
including marine environment conservation, the use of mineral
and biological resources, maritime safety, and maritime rights
protection. Strict restrictions are now imposed on research
activities conducted within Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ),
and more attention has been paid to the conservation and
sustainable use of Marine Biodiversity of Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ). The issues surrounding the
ocean are becoming increasingly diverse and complex as many
stakeholders get involved, and there is a need for collaborative
education and research that integrates perspectives across
disciplines.

One of the issues at stake, for example, is plastic pollution
in the ocean. Marine plastic pollution has become a serious
social issue that is posing threats to marine ecosystems
around Japan and the world, and this problem has been listed
as one of the eight priority areas in  “Sustainable Development
Goals - The Japan Model” regarding the conservation
of biodiversity, forests, oceans, and other environments.
Collaborations and partnerships across multiple sectors are
needed more than ever to solve these global issues.

This section promotes studies under these concepts with the
Ocean Alliance Collaborative Research Organization which
conducts marine biosecurity project, protection program for
Okinotori Island and small island states, Hiratsuka offshore
experimental tower program, and interdisciplinary education
program on ocean science and policy.

@Study on career path and capacity building for addressing

ocean affairs: Problems in the ocean have been increasingly
complicated because of intensified human activities based
on conflicting value systems such as coastal development
and fisheries. This program aims to facilitate acquiring trans-
boundary knowledge for solving the ocean problems through
practical approaches.

Seminar in Marine Affairs is one of the unique courses where
students work in groups to formulate ideas on how to solve
various environmental and social problems. Past topics
include: marine pollution, offshore renewable energy, marine
biosecurity, and seafood security. Students will hear talks from
scientists and public policy experts on the front line and pick
a topic to do their own research. Students will also go on field
trips to collect relevant data and information and prepare for
the final presentation where they present a proposal that gives
solutions to a given issue.
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