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The unprecedended Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011 caused a huge tsunami
and a serious nuclear power plant accident, perhaps Japan’'s worst ever disaster. We would
like to express our deepest regrets at the loss of the precious lives, and offer our sincerest
condolences to those affected by this tragedy.

The disaster clearly demostrated there are still many things about our earth of which we still
know so little, and has left us many severe lessons regarding disaster prevention.

This disaster also seriously damaged one of our critical research facilities, the International
Coastal Research Center (ICRC) located in Otsuchi town, Iwate Prefecture. The first action
that we must take, both as individuals and as an institution, is to commit to the recovery of
the damaged areas. As a leading scientific institution, however, it is also our responsibility
to commit ourselves to investigating and solving the mechanism that caused such a massive
earthquake of magnitude 9.0 with crustal changes and aftershocks. We must also consider the
processes of the ecosystem recovery, as well as the processes of the dispersion of radioactive
materials into the atmosphere and oceans.

It should be noted that we have a cadre of scientific experts at the Atmosphere and Ocean
Research Institute (AORI) already actively involved in researching a wide variety of issues
related to the atmosphere and the oceans, and to the living organisms who make the
atmosphere and the oceans their home.

AORI’s mission is to clarify the evolution of and changes in the atmosphere, oceans
and biosphere from the birth of the Earth to the present, to understand their complicated
mechanism, and to obtain a solid scientific base for considering the future of the global
environment, human beings, and biosphere in general. In addition to this mission, AORI
contributes to fully utilizing our expertise to addressing the new research issues created by this
disaster.

It is clear that the challenges for solving these scientific issues cannot be accomplished only
by the members of AORI. We want to collaborate with researchers both in Japan and around
the world, through joint-usage of various facilities including research vessels Tansei Maru and
Hakuho Maru, and through sophisticated numerical models to solve these important issues and
to grow qualified researchers who will contribute to the world of tomorrow.
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Your support and cooperation are greatly appreciated.
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