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Katsuyoshi KAWAGUCHI

Director General

Institute for Marine-Earth Exploration and Engineering (MarE3)
JAMSTEC

COVID-19 Policy on cruise operations

The Emergency Response Headquarters for New Coronavirus (headed by JAMSTEC
President Yamato, hereinafter referred to as “Headquarters”) has formulated and revised a
policy (first edition, dated September 13, 2021) for cruise operations (in response to new
coronavirus), and has requested all crew members/passengers on board to take measures

to prevent infection before and during cruises.

As of today, the Government of Japan has placed the new coronavirus infectious disease in
the same category as seasonal influenza under the Infectious Disease Control Law, and

has decided to take similar prevention measures.

Although the COVID-19 team is suspended today, we will take appropriate measures for

future cruise operations, based on the government's actions and the status of infection.

We express our sincere appreciation to all crew members/passengers on board for following
the recommendations and policies enacted to support precautionary measures to prevent

infection before and during JAMSTEC cruises.

The following is our revised policy, replacing the "Policies for the JAMSTEC/MarE3’s
Responses to the COVID-19 during the Cruises" (dated February 1, 2023), regarding cruise

operations, which in principle applies to cruises departing from this day forward:

1. Embarkation policy

(1) We recommend that all new crew members be vaccinated at least three times in order to
prevent severe cases of coronavirus. However, if required by the country to which the ship is
expected to enter in the event of an emergency, or by the border measures to be taken when

the ship returns to Japan, the necessary measures will be needed accordingly.



(2) MarE3 will not conduct pre-boarding PCR testing for all new crew members/passengers.
In addition, MarE3 does not request self-isolation (bubble method) prior to embarkation at

the port of embarkation, regardless of the number of vaccinations.
(3) All new crew members/passengers must comply with the latest criteria for boarding.
2. Response in the event of a person strongly suspected of being infected with coronavirus

during the cruise:
The response shall be in accordance with the "Crisis Management Response Manual".



