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This year, the Atmosphere and Ocean Research Institute (AORI) has celebrated the commemorative
50th anniversary of its foundation. Here, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all the
scientific experts engaged in atmospheric and oceanic science at home and abroad, all the staff
of the University headquarters, and the people concerned at the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology for their understanding and long-term support of the activities of
our institute.

In the past two years, this Institute has experienced two major events. One is the catastrophic
damage to the Institute-attached International Coastal Research Center (ICRC) located in Otsuchi
town, Iwate Prefecture, caused by the tsunami of March 11, 2011. Although, miraculously, there was
no loss of lives of the staff, students, or visiting scientists, the Center was immersed in seawater up
to the middle of the third floor, resulting in the damage or washing away of the research facilities
including three research vessels. Thus far, we have procured two new vessels, and are scheduled
to, while restarting any possible joint-usage/research projects, welcome thirty visiting researcher
groups to the Center and hold three joint-usage/research workshops in Otsuchi town this year. With
regard to its research building, all the staff of this Institute is making strenuous efforts toward its
early reconstruction.

The other major event concerns the construction of a successor vessel to the former research
vessel named “Tansei-Maru” which had been provided for joint usage/research. Tansei-Maru was
about 30 years old, and therefore, the construction of a substitute vessel was urgently required.
In the third revised budget of FY2011, the construction of a successor vessel to Tansei-Maru was
approved. The construction is scheduled to begin on August 2, 2012 and be available for joint
usage/research in the latter half of 2013.

The aim of this Institute is to clarify the complex mechanism of the oceans, the atmosphere, the
living organisms nurtured in them, and their evolution and variations from their birth to date, and to
provide a scientific foundation for considering the future of humans and the global environment. We
are also determined to contribute to society and science by being actively engaged in new research
issues generated by the occurrence of the earthquake on March 11, 2011, such as investigation of
the current status of ecosystems devastated by the tsunami and their recovery processes. To achieve
this, it is vital to collaborate with researchers at home and abroad by conducting joint usage/research
projects using the research vessels Hakuho-Maru and Tansei-Maru, onshore research facilities, and
numerical models. In addition, we will also contribute to developing researchers responsible for the
next-generation of atmospheric and oceanic science, and human resources with a rich scientific
knowledge about the oceans, atmosphere, and biosphere. Lastly, we would like to ask for your
continued cooperation with us and support of our activities.
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