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Towards a new horizon of ocean sciences
The ocean, which covers more than 70 percent of the earth's surface, is an essential com-
ponent of resolving critical issues for humanity, such as global environmental problems, food
and resource problems, and the growing threat of loss of biodiversity. An awareness of the
importance of these matters related to the ocean has been increasing in recent years, as
exemplified by the adoption of the Basic Act on Ocean Policy in 2007 in Japan.
Such circumstances highlight the importance of the Ocean Research Institute (ORI) that
was established in the University of Tokyo in 1962, whose members have achieved brilliant
accomplishments in various disciplines of ocean sciences, such as physics, chemistry, geol-
ogy, biology, and fisheries. The faculty of ORI has also participated in education in the
Graduate Schools of Science, Agricultural and Life Sciences, and Frontier Sciences within
the university. In addition, the institute has endeavored to support and manage cooperative
scientific research using the two research vessels, Hakuho Maru and Tansei Maru, as well
as its other facilities, since its establishment.
In March 2008, the Ocean Research Institute had an external review to facilitate the contin-
ued improvement of our institute. The review committee provided many useful recommenda-
tions for our future. On the basis of new ideas including those in the recommendations, we
are now making plans for improving our organization and activities. It is a good time to do
this because ORI is now preparing for its relocation to the Kashiwa Campus to the north of
Tokyo, which is one of the major components in the tripolar campus structure of this univer-
sity. In 2010, we will move into a newly constructed building that can house cutting-edge
facilities for rigorous research.
So as can be seen in this catalogue of our activities in 2007, the faculty and staff of the
Ocean Research Institute is continuing our efforts to conduct and support marine science
research and education in Japan and around the world. Through these types of activities,
we will be addressing interesting and important problems in ocean sciences, such as global
environmental changes, evolution of life and biodiversity in the ocean, marine ecosystem
dynamics, and resource evaluation and management.
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