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Toward understanding the ocean, environment, and life

The ocean, which covers more than 70 percent of the earth's surface, is far more important to
resolve critical issues for human beings, such as global environment problems, resource problems,
and biodiversity problems. To cope with those problems, the Basic Law of Ocean Matters is going
to be established in Japan.

Such the circumstances highlight the Ocean Research Institute (ORI), which was established in the
University of Tokyo in 1962. Since then, the institute has been endeavored to support and manage
cooperative scientific researches using two research vessels, Hakuho-Maru and Tansei-Maru, as
well as its other facilities. Members of ORI have achieved brilliant accomplishments in various
disciplines of ocean sciences, such as physics, chemistry, geology, biology, and fisheries, leading
many international research projects. ORI has also participated in education in Graduate Schools
of Science, Agricultural and Life Sciences, and Frontier Sciences in this university.

Recently, the Ocean Research Institute has decided to move to the Kashiwa Campus, one of the
major components in the tripolar campus structure of this university. We are now designing a new
building that can house cutting-edge facilities for rigorous researches. Although the ownership of
Hakuho-Maru and Tansei-Maru was transferred to JAMSTEC in 2004, we are still responsible for
supporting and managing bottom-up cooperative scientific researches using these vessels. We
would like to declare our determination to continue to administer such our responsibilities sincerely.
Executing these tasks, we are going to attack interesting and important problems in ocean
sciences, such as global environmental change, evolution of life and biodiversity, marine ecosystem
dynamics, and resource evaluation and management.
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