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Towards an integrated comprehension of the ocean, atmosphere, and
earth system

The environment of the earth is changing rapidly, far exceeding our expectations, and various
problems such as global warming, ocean pollution, overexploitation of living marine resources,
loss of biodiversity are increasing. It is our urgent and important responsibility to deepen
scientific understanding of the atmosphere and ocean, and, based on that understanding,
to propose ways that help to maintain a sustainable biosphere. To fulfill this responsibility,
dramatic reinforcement of basic research and building a new earth system model to integrate
new research results are necessary.

To achieve this, close cooperation with broad research disciplines and various research
methods are indispensable. The Ocean Research Institute, The University of Tokyo (established
in 1962 with the aim of conducting basic research related to the ocean) and the Center
for Climate System Research, The University of Tokyo (established in 1991 with the aim of
conducting research on the earth’s environmental change using climate models) thought that
they could make dramatic progress if they tackle these tasks together using their combined
strengths. With this notion, both institutions decided to launch the Atmosphere and Ocean
Research Institute (AORI) in Kashiwa on the occasion of the campus relocation of the Ocean
Research Institute to the University of Tokyo's Kashiwa-Campus in April 2010.

AORI promotes basic research on the atmosphere and ocean, which both play important roles in
earth’s surface environment, climate change, and the evolution of life. We also develop research
that will lead to solutions to the important issues for the sustainability of human beings and the
biosphere through advanced field observations, laboratory experiments, numerical modeling of
the earth’s surface, and biosphere analysis. As a world-leading center of atmosphere and ocean
science, we also strongly promote joint-usage and joint-research programs including cooperative
scientific research using the two research vessels, Hakuho Maru and Tansei Maru. Along with
these advanced research activities, we actively participate in the education programs of graduate
schools in order to foster qualified researchers who will lead atmosphere and ocean science
and experts who contribute to society through their wide knowledge on the oceans, atmosphere,
climate, and biosphere.

With strong determination, we have started up our activities in the new Kashiwa Campus which is
the 10th anniversary this year. Your strong support is appreciated.
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