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Division of Climate System Research

Explores climate formation, its variability, and conducts basic research with
regard to the whole climate system and its subsystems (atmosphere, ocean,
land etc.) specifically using numerical modeling.

Department of Climate System Modeling

Develops climate system models and explores various climate phenomena
through simulations.

Climate System Modeling Section
Atmosheric System Modeling Section
Ocean System Modeling Section
Cooperative Climate Modeling Section

Department of Climate Variability Research

Explores mechanisms of the climate variability using observations, numerical
simulations, and by contrasting, analyzing, and combining those data.
Climate Variability Research Section

Comprehensive Climate Data Analysis Section

Climate and Hydrology Research Section

Division of Ocean-Earth System Science

Designed to achieve an integrated and multilateral understanding of the
ocean-earth system through basic research on ocean-physics, ocean-
chemistry, ocean-geosciences, and on interactions among the ocean,
atmosphere, and ocean floor.

Department of Physical Oceanography

Works towards the quantitative and physical understanding of ocean circulation and
its variability, water mass formation, atmosphere-ocean interactions, atmospheric
and oceanic disturbances through observations, experiments, and theory.

Ocean Circulation Section
Dynamic Marine Meteorology Section
Ocean Variability Dynamics Section

Department of Chemical Oceanography

Promotes developments and applications of advanced analytical methods
and explores biogeochemical cycles among the atmosphere, ocean, land,
and ocean floor.

Marine Inorganic Chemistry Section
Marine Biogeochemistry Section
Marine Analytical Chemistry Section

Department of Ocean Floor Geoscience

Explores the dynamics of the ocean floor such as mid-ocean ridges, back-
arc basins, and plate subduction zones. Collects samples and analyzes the
environmental history of earth recorded in marine sediments.

Marine Geology Section
Submarine Geophysics Section
Ocean Floor Environments Section

Division of Marine Life Science

Designed to achieve an integrated and multilateral understanding of the
marine life system through basic research on the evolution, physiology,
ecology, and resource management of marine life.

Department of Marine Ecosystems Dynamics

Explores life history, evolution, interactions, and dynamics of various groups of
creatures that are important in marine ecology, and examines their contributions
to the sustainability of marine ecosystems and the earth environment.

Marine Planktology Section
Marine Microbiology Section
Marine Benthology Section
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Department of Marine Bioscience

Various biological phenomena in the ocean such as evolutionary history, life
history, migration, and environmental adaptation of marine organisms are in
pursuit from the molecule to population level.

Physiology Section
Molecular Marine Biology Section
Behavior, Ecology and Observation Systems Section

Department of Living Marine Resources

Conducts researches related to physical environmental dynamics,
bioresource ecology, and resource management for the exploration of how
living marine resources fluctuate and can be sustainably used.

Fisheries Environmental Oceanography Section
Fish Population Dynamics Section
Biology of Fisheries Resources Section

Department of Collaborative Research

Explores the biological dynamics in the ocean environment by collaborating
with various disciplines related with the ocean. The department also
conducts research and educational activities including ocean policy.

Biological Oceanography Section
Ocean Alliance Section
Science-Society Interaction Research Section

International Coastal Research Center

The international coastal research center not only promotes integrated research on
coastal oceanography but also conducts empirical research around Otsuchi Bay
by taking advantage of the local environments near the center. The center plans
and conducts cooperative research and international cooperative research with
related institutions in Japan. Facilities and equipment, including research vessels,
were almost completely destroyed by the earthquake and tsunami on March 11,
2011. Scientific activities, however, were recommenced with repaired facilities and
renewed equipment. We are now planning to reconstruct the facilities including the
main research building and guest house by the end of March 2018.

Coastal Ecosystem Section

Coastal Conservation Section

Coastal Ecosystem Restoration Section
Regional Linkage Section

Center for International Collaboration

The Center for International Collaboration not only promotes and supports inter-
governmental agreements on academic activities related with the ocean and
climate but also integrates advanced international research plans for the ocean
near Japan and for atmosphere science conducted within international frameworks.
The center also creates a base for academic exchange and training of young
scholars through academic collaboration with Asia and the other countries.

International Scientific Planning Section
International Advanced Research Section
International Research Cooperation Section

Center for Earth Surface System Dynamics

Based on creative ideas that are stimulated by the basic research of each research
division, the center develops methods of observation, experiments and analysis,
and advanced numerical models, and pursues an understanding of the mechanisms
of the earth surface system change. The center develops a new atmosphere and
ocean science through collaborations crossing traditional disciplines.

Paleo-environmental Research Section
Ecosystem Research Section

Genetic Research Section

Atmosphere and Ocean Research Section

Analytical Center for Environmental Study
The center aims for conducting frontier sciences in Earth system sciences
including biosphere using advanced analytical techniques. Trace elements and
isotopes are major tools to tackle various topics in the field that are measured
by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry, nano-SIMS, laser ablation inductively
coupled plasma mass spectrometry and other analytical machines.

Environmental Analysis Section
Environmental Geochemistry Section
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Division of Climate System Research,

Department of Climate System Modeling, Climate System Modeling Section
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Various phenomena in the climate system: The earth’s climate is controlled
by a balance between solar and terrestrial radiative energy fluxes. Climate is
changed by perturbation in the earth radiation budget caused by trace gases
and aerosols emitted from natural and anthropogenic sources

This section carries out studies for developing and improving global
climate models and physical-chemical modules to be implemented in
these models. These models are used to study the climate of the past,
present, and future. The earth’s climate is controlled by the balance
between solar and earth radiation energies. It is, therefore, important
to understand interactions between the earth-atmosphere system and
radiation, and to understand the consequent effect on circulation. It
is essential to understand past, present and future climate changes
involving these interactions, particularly those associated with the
changes in solar radiation and increasing amount of greenhouse gases.
Research is conducted through climate modeling of the earth’s system.
We investigate the exchange of energy, matter, moisture and momentum
between climate and other components, such as ice sheet, terrestrial
ecosystem and ocean biogeochemical cycle.

The paleoclimate research aims to reproduce past climate states and to
understand the mechanisms of their changes. We attempt to simulate the
past climate using numerical models. Studies provide information about the
extent of the uniqueness of the current climate conditions and help evaluate
climate system models that are used for projections of the future climate.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Role of greenhouse in the earth’s climate

@Global carbon cycle modeling

@ Simulation of glacial-interglacial cycles and investigation of their
mechanisms

@Estimation of the climate sensitivity based on the climate of the past

@ Future projection of sea level rise and evaluation of its uncertainty

@ nteraction between atmosphere and terrestrial vegetation

@Interaction between atmosphere, ocean and ice sheets

@Role of the Antarctic and Arctic on the global climate
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Changes in insolation, carbon dioxide concentration, and sea level during the

last glacial cycle starting around 120,000 years ago (OBS : observations,
ICIES: model), and simulated ice sheet distribution at the last glacial maximum
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Schematic of observational data analysis

Computer simulation is an important tool for investigating the
atmospheric environment and predicting its future state. Our
research group has been developing numerical models simulating
atmospheric phenomena at scales varying from regional to global.
We also support the development of satellite sensors to measure
the atmospheric environment from space and develop data
analysis methods. On the other hand, we have conducted in situ
measurements of atmospheric environment using airplanes and
ground based remote sensing. Our mission is to understand the
atmospheric environment comprehensively through the combination
of observations and computer simulations.

@Numerical simulations of greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide and methane, and source/sink inversion analyses of
gases using chemical transport models.

@®Development of new satellite sensors and algorithms
for analyzing satellite data to study the atmospheric
environment and greenhouse gases. [GOSAT satellite and
GCOM-C1 satellite]

@Measurements of atmospheric environment over the Arctic
and West Siberia using airplane. [Joint research with
ROSHYDROMET/CAO, Russia]

@Field experiments using ground-based remote sensing to
measure the methane emitted from Siberian wetlands. [Joint
research with Ural Federal University, Russia]

@Studies on the budget of carbon dioxide and methane
emitted from rice paddy field in North India. [Joint research
with Delhi University, India]
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CO, distribution calculated by Global and regional transport models
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Division of Climate System Research,

Department of Climate System Modeling, Ocean System Modeling Section
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The ocean stores and transports a vast amount of heat and various
dissolved substances, whose exchange with the atmosphere plays
an important role in controlling the climate. There still remain
many unknown aspects in the ocean as its observation is difficult.
Numerical modeling is now becoming an indispensable method to
study the ocean. Our group investigates various oceanic phenomena
and their influences on the climate by developing and applying
numerical models of the ocean.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Ocean general circulation modeling: The ocean general
circulation is controlled by both microscopic physical processes
and the macroscopic budget of heat and substances. We are
striving for revealing the controlling mechanisms of the general
circulation of the ocean from both perspectives.

@Polar ocean process modeling: Deep water formation, which
is the starting point of the oceanic deep circulation, is a highly
localized phenomenon in the polar oceans. We place a special
emphasis on the processes peculiar to the polar oceans.

@Palaeo-ocean modeling: Past drastic changes of the climate
are known to be closely linked to those of the oceanic deep
circulation. We are investigating the mechanisms by which
such different states of the climate were caused.

@Biogeochemical cycle modeling: Transport and state
transition of various substances in the ocean are essential
factors controlling the state of the climate and ecosystem. We
are studying the ocean biogeochemical cycles by introducing
such factors into the modeling.
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Examples for modeling of the ocean general circulation and various associated
localized phenomena.
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Division of Climate System Research,

Department of Climate Variability Research, Climate Variability Research Section
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Spatial patterns of year-
to-year natural variability
(top) and change due to
the recent Arctic sea-ice
reduction (bottom) for the
Eurasian winter climate.

The overarching goal of our research is to obtain better understandings
of climate variability operating on various spatial and temporal scales
with a combined use of climate models and available observations.
To this end, we exploit satellite observations to evaluate fundamental
uncertainty in climate models and to improve their representations
of key processes, particularly cloud processes that are still highly
uncertain in state-of-the-art climate models. The models thus
improved will then be used to study climate variability, including ENSO
and MJO, and to predict interannual to interdecadal variabilities.

Given that numerical experiments are a powerful tool to unravel the
mechanisms behind the climate variability, climate models used for
that purpose should be validated with observations. We address
fundamental uncertainties in the models, particularly those of cloud
processes, with a novel use of emerging satellite observations in an
attempt to offer unprecedented, process-based constraints on model
physics. Through such a synergy between satellite observations and
the climate model developed at Division of Climate System Research,
we intend to advance our capability of modeling climate variability
ranging from seasonal to interannual scales, as well as global warming
due to human activities. Such a progress in climate modeling will
enhance our understandings of climate variability, leading to more
reliable climate projection.

Ongoing Research Themes

@ Studies on anomalous weather and low-frequency atmospheric
variability

@Decadal prediction of climate variability and change

@ Satellite-based studies on cloud microphysical processes

@Evaluation and improvement of cloud processes in climate models
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Vertical microphysical structures of clouds obtained from satellite observations
(a) and from climate model results based on three different cloud assumptions (b,
¢ and d). Such comparisons enable us to constrain uncertain model physics.
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Division of Climate System Research,

Department of Climate Variability Research, Comprehensive Climate Data Analysis Section
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Analysis of extreme precipitation utilizing three - dimensional observations of
precipitation with Precipitation Radar on board the Tropical Rainfall Measuring
Mission (TRMM) satellite

Various forms of water such as clouds, rain, sea, and vapor, play
crucial roles in the formation of the Earth's climate. Through the
agent of water, various phenomena with different spatial and temporal
scales, from the formation of cloud droplets to El Nifo, interact with
each other. In the Comprehensive Climate Data Analysis Section,
we utilize state-of-the-art satellite remote sensing data and climate
models, in order to reveal the structure of such intricate aspects of
Earth's climate.

Clouds have both warming and cooling effects of the earth surface.
Cumulus convection in the tropics lifts the energy from the earth
surface to the upper air. We use the satellite remote sensing data to
quantify the roles of cloud and precipitation systems in the formation
of the earth climate. We extensively use a global climate model
called MIROC, developed in our division, for exploring mechanisms
of natural climate variability such as El Nifio and decadal variability.
MIROC can also be used to evaluate future changes in the
properties of these natural phenomena in response to increasing
greenhouse gases. Moreover, dynamical processes responsible for
the large-scale circulation variability such as the Arctic Oscillation/
North Atlantic Oscillation are examined by means of climate models,
dynamical models, and operational forecast data.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Satellite data analysis of cloud and precipitation systems

@Roles of tropical multi-scale interactions in climate formation

@ Climate modeling for understanding climate change and
climate variability

@Dynamics of weather variability

TIZ—-Z3IFSBEARKEDFERE. (L) BAME. (F) SBRETV
MIROCO#ER ., BIRMNIEEICL W

Anomalies in sea surface temperature associated with ElI Nifo based on (top)
observations and (bottom) the climate model MIROC
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Climate and Hydrology Research Section focuses on various
interdisciplinary areas, including global and regional meteorology,
land surface and atmospheric hydrology, and paleoclimatology, all of
which are bridged by natural isotopic tracers. The main thrust of our
effort is toward better understanding of the Earth's climate system.
This is explored both by utilizing additional information obtained
from isotopic records and by developing models that simulate the
observed processes.

Since stable oxygen and hydrogen isotope ratios in water (D/H,
80/'%0, '"0/'°0) are sensitive to phase changes of water during
circulation, geographic and temporal variations of the isotopic ratios
emerge in water vapor and precipitation. Therefore, researchers
can study atmospheric vapor cycling processes at various scales,
such as large-scale transport and in-cloud processes by using
isotopic information in precipitation and vapor. In this section, by
incorporating the isotopes into global and regional climate models,
the relationship between atmospheric and land surface processes
and isotopic information in water vapor and precipitation has been
intensively studied.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Study on processes of Earth’s hydrological cycle with stable
water isotopes

@Study on terrestrial hydrological cycles and development of
river and land surface models

@Dynamical downscaling and development of a Regional
Earth System Model

@Data assimilation, particularly for stable water isotopes with
the ensemble Kalman filter

KETEDFHR ML (6D) DEEFHITIEEICEHTSZ. ATHE
EnvisatlZ#E# L7= 9 XA HrETSCIAMACHYI(IZ L3 8lE () L RNMIAKTE
BETIVISOGSMIZ L3 HEEE ()

Comparison of MAM climatology of water vapor isotope ratio (& D) between
remote sensing observation with SCIAMACHY/Envisat (left) and model
estimation with IsoGSM (right)
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General ocean circulation plays a large role in the global climate,
environment, and ecosystem by transporting heat, greenhouse gases,
nutrients, and plankton. The Kuroshio and Oyashio currents form the
upper-ocean circulation and build a complicated ocean structure in the
region east of Japan and influence climate and ecosystem variability on
interannual to multi-decadal timescales. Climate variability with longer
time scales of particularly more than decades to a hundred years is
affected by the intermediate and deep circulations. The deep circulation
starts from the North Atlantic, flows through the Antarctic Ocean, and
finally reaches the North Pacific where the upwelling to the shallower
deep layer occurs. Part of the upwelling is caused by turbulent vertical
mixing. The deep circulation is also a key element in global warming.
We investigate the properties and dynamics of general ocean circulation
including the formation, distribution, and variation of water masses. We
primarily focus on the ocean circulation of the North Pacific.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Variability of upper ocean circulation in the Pacific: Variations
of currents and the associated temperature/salinity structure in
upper oceans have a great impact on variations of climate and
fisheries resources. We study these variations by analyzing the
data from a recently developed global observing system and our
observations.

@Observation and dynamics of Pacific intermediate and deep
circulations and mixing : The North Pacific is critically important
for understanding deep and intermediate ocean circulations, and
presents many challenges. The mechanisms of the circulations,
upwelling and vertical mixing are the biggest questions in
oceanography. We investigate the state and dynamics of deep-
and intermediate water circulations, upwelling and mixing using
water analyses, moorings, underwater gliders with turbulence
sensors, shipboard observations and model calculations.

@®Long-term variations of climate, ocean and ecosystem :
On the basis of unique hypothesis that 18.6-year period tidal
cycle regulates the long-term
variability through tide-induced
vertical mixing, we observe and
model the Okhotsk Sea, the
Oyashio and the Kuroshio, and
study multi-decadal variability.

REREE ORI IERE

Recovery of a mooring of current meter
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The earth's climate is regulated by the atmosphere and oceans, which
interact strongly and constitute a complex coupled system. Most of the
oceanic motions, except for tidal motion, are caused by atmospheric
forcing such as wind stress, surface heating/cooling, evaporation, and
precipitation. Most of the atmospheric motions, on the other hand, are
forced by sensible and latent heat fluxes through the sea surface. To
understand such a complex system and to predict its behavior reliably,
it is important to investigate the basic processes of atmospheric and
oceanic motions such as turbulence, convection, and instabilities.
Our group studies the behavior, structure, and mechanisms of various
atmospheric and oceanic disturbances, which play important roles
in atmosphere-ocean interactions, through observation, numerical
simulation, theory, and laboratory experiments.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Atmospheric disturbances over the oceans around the
Japanese islands : Meso-scale and synoptic-scale cyclones
in which interactions among the vortex, convective clouds, and
sea surface fluxes play important roles are investigated. These
include polar lows and polar mesocyclones that develop during
cold air outbreaks, meso-scale cyclones that bring torrential
rainfall during the Baiu/Meiyu season, typhoons, subtropical
cyclones, and rapidly-developing extratropical cyclones.

@Dynamics of convective clouds and their organization

@Atmospheric and oceanic boundary layers

@Laboratory experiments on atmospheric and oceanic disturbances

AREDOMZESH] Examples of ongoing research
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Numerically simulated polar low (upper left), numerically simulated supercell
storm and tornado (upper right), numerically simulated explosively-developing
extratropical cyclone (lower left), and horizontal convection in a rotating tank
experiment (lower right)
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Deep current measurements at a depth of 4000 m east of the

Japan Trench
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The upper panel shows mean velocity vectors and standard g RN = : 5'"/'
deviation ellipses, and the lower panel shows their 4-year ' f
times series at two stations. Color represents the period of

their deployments

The ocean has large temporal variations, even though it looks steady
and unchanging. Daily and seasonal variations are well known, but
many other variabilties have been discovered recently. Historical
data over decades or the latest high-precision data reveal that water
temperature and ocean currents vary at periods of months, years, and
decades. However, the causes of this variability are still unknown, and
further observation and dynamic speculation are necessary because
this ocean variability is closely related to serious modern issues such
as climate change and fishery resource variation.

Our research targets the ocean variabilties that have been less
questioned before. We conduct shipboard observations to gather high-
precision data and use numerical simulations to extrapolate our limited
knowledge in spatial and temporal dimensions. We also formulate
theoretical models to investigate the dynamics of the variabilties.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Observation of temporal variability of deep currents
The deep ocean is not stagnant. Deep currents are widely
distributed and highly variable, with mean velocities and fluctuation
amplitudes each in excess of 10 cm/s. Long term observations
of this variability though deployment of current meters and CTD
sensors will clarify characteristics of the deep ocean.

@Numerical modeling of deep circulation
Deep circulation is crucially influenced by bottom topography.
Using numerical models, we investigate the influence of
distinctive topographic features such as the chain of trenches
east of Japan.

@Monitoring of the Kuroshio using submarine cables
The variability of the Kuroshio influences the climate and fisheries
in Japan. We measure its volume transport every hour using
submarine communication cables between the Izu Islands.

H‘HHH\HH HHH\HH‘HHU \H‘HH\HHH [TTTTT
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
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Various chemical components constitute the oceanic environment, and
their complex distribution and behavior are controlled by their chemical
properties, sources and sinks, as well as physical, chemical and
biological processes. Our main goal is to comprehensively understand
geochemical cycles in the ocean and their evolution through
interactions with the atmosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere, on the
basis of chemical and isotopic measurements. We aim also to elucidate
the oceanic response to natural and anthropogenic perturbations such
as emission of fossil fuel carbon dioxide. We collaborate at sea with
many marine scientists and actively participate in topical international
projects such as GEOTRACES, the Surface Ocean Lower Atmospheric
Study (SOLAS), Integrated Marine Biochemistry and Ecosystem
Research (IMBER), International Cooperation in Ridge-Crest Studies
(InterRidge), Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ), the
Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP), etc.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Biogeochemical characterization of trace elements, major and
minor dissolved gases, stable isotopes, and radioisotopes in
seawater and sediment, for assessment of oceanic processes
controlling their spatial and temporal variations, including
anthropogenic effects.

@Application of chemical components and isotopes as tracers for
various phenomena, such as global ocean circulation, mixing,
biological production and degradation, and air-sea and land-
ocean interactions.

@Elucidation of geochemical fluxes between the ocean and solid
earth through submarine hydrothermal activity, cold seepage, and
submarine groundwater discharge.

@Development of new technologies for clean sampling, in situ
observations, and highly sensitive chemical analyses.

PR EMEBILICLBCTDY - 4RKIEE (KH-14-6K#7)
CTD clean hydrocast on board R/V Hakuho Maru (KH-14-6 cruise)
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The distribution and circulation of biophilic elements such as carbon
(C), nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), silicon (Si), and sulfur (S) in the ocean
are regulated by both physical transport processes and biochemical
transformation by various organisms. These elements may occur in
volatile, dissolved, or particulate forms, and thus their biogeochemical
cycles in the ocean are closely linked with those in the atmosphere and
the lithosphere. Because of its large capacity, the sea plays a crucial
role in maintaining the global cycles and balance of these elements.
Research in our laboratory is concerned primarily with the dynamics
of biophilic elements in marine environments and their coupling with
metabolisms of marine organisms. Emphasis is placed on identification
of various biochemical processes operating in the water column and
upper marine sediments, and their regulation and interaction.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Role of viruses in marine biogeochemical cycles

@ Structure and function of microbial food webs in the oceans

@The nature of refractory dissolved organic matter in oceanic
waters

@ Determination of chemical parameters used in global circulation
models

@ Conservation ecology of macrophyte-dominated coastal
ecosystems

@The roles of microbial redox processes in marine sediment
biogeochemistry

@Application of stable isotopic techniques to the evaluation of
ecosystem status
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Marine bioelement cycles driven by microbe-organic matter interactions
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The ocean, covering 70% of the Earth, is deeply related to several
environmental issues including global climate change, and may
be the last possible area for humans to obtain new biological and
mineral resources. Japan is surrounded by the ocean, so there is a
strong emphasis on gaining scientific understanding and quantitative
estimation of how the ocean influences the earth’s environment.

The marine environment is a complex physical and biological system
that requires comprehensive research of the whole system in both
space and time. Using the most advanced observational and analytical
techniques, the present state of the marine environment is studied
accurately, precisely and thoroughly, in collaboration with researchers
from other laboratories.

Ongoing Research Themes

@ Ocean circulation using noble gas isotopes

@ Geochemical cycle of volatile elements on the Earth

@U-Pb dating in ultra-fine areas of fossil and sedimentary rocks
@Planetary oceanography using an ion microprobe

@ Tritium - helium-3 dating of seawater and groundwater

@ Mechanisms of earthquake and volcanic activity

MM FHLTDBE
KILELE

Observation of submarine
hydrothermal activity on
the R/V Shinsei Maru

SR B SHFE G
DHEAREDNTIEE
Mass spectrometer for
noble gas analysis in
various samples
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The ocean floor of the earth records the development of oceanic
crust, the history of earthquakes, regional and global environmental
changes, and the carbon cycle. Moreover, active geological processes,
e.g., volcanism, hydrothermal venting, sediment transport, and crustal
movements at convergent, divergent, and transform plate boundaries,
can be observed on or beneath the seafloor. Our group conducts
topographic, geophysical, seismic reflection, sediment sampling, and
seafloor observation investigations to understand both the geological
record and active processes in the deep sea. In particular, we
pursue high-precision and high-resolution studies using the deep-tow
systems, manned and unmanned deep-sea vehicles and a navigable
pinpoint sampling system “NSS”, as well as undertaking more regional
studies. Complementary to local and regional studies, we participate
intensively in the Integrated Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) and the
international projects, both at sea and onshore. Our main goal is to
obtain key information for reducing natural hazards, predicting global
environmental changes, and locating natural resources.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Formation and alteration of oceanic crust at mid-ocean ridges
and back-arc spreading systems

@Hydrothermalism and its tectonic background

@Shallow structure, mass balance, and tectonics of subduction
zones

@Distribution and displacement histories of active submarine
faults

@Geological investigation of on-land accretionary complexes
recording tectonic processes of seismogenic subduction zones

() BMARBEY TRV RTL  (B) U7 FHKROFE
(left) Navigation Sampling System (NSS) (right) Exploration of hydrothermal field
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Most of Earth’s volcanism and much of its tectonic activity
occur on and beneath the seafloor. Various phenomena on the
seafloor are closely linked to Earth dynamics, and also related to
Earth’s environments through the hydrosphere and atmosphere.
Seafloor rocks and sediments record Earth’s evolution. We study
dynamic processes of the seafloor and Earth’s evolution using
mainly geophysical and geochemical methods, including one of
the academic world’s most advanced seismic processing and
interpretation centers. Our research targets spread oceans of all
over the world, from mid-ocean ridges to subduction zones.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Paleomagnetism and environmental magnetism: We study
on ancient geomagnetic-field intensity variations using marine
sediments and rocks, and hotspot motions from paleomagnetic
inclinations. We also conduct researches for estimating Earth’s
past environments using magnetic minerals in sediments
including those of biogenic origin.

@Seismogenic zone: To understand the mechanism of
subduction thrust earthquakes, we reveal the detailed 3-D
structure of the Nankai seismogenic fault by state-of-the-art
image processing of the 3-D seismic reflection data. Moreover,
we estimate the physical properties along the fault by vertical
seismic profiling (VSP) and IODP core-log-seismic integration.

@Tracking the ocean evolution using metallic elements: The
minerals play a role in determining the properties of sediments
and rocks, and provide information about past oceans. We use
isotopes and local structures of metallic elements to identify
geological histories.

WIRDE %5085 T 5B EIERIF A

Drill cores recovered from seafloor, which record Earth’s history.
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We have collected ocean floor sediments and precipitates in order to
reconstruct the paleo-environments and to understand the biogeochemical
processes to control ocean environments in the past. Marine biogeochemical
processes has played an important role in determining atmospheric carbon
dioxide concentration and in influencing terrestrial environments. Various
phenomena have been changing versus time, which can be traced and
recorded in the sediments. In addition, each process has its own peculiar
periodicity. Therefore we qualitatively reconstruct the earth’s surface
environments in the past in high-time and spatial resolution, which are
served to modeling studies. Both enable us to conduct synthetic analysis, to
understand the detailed process and to predict future environmental change.
Although “Mineral resources” and “Environments” are often to deal with
separately, both are closely linked from the point of biogeochemical and material
cycle. Consequently, the concentrated deposits are often formed on the
seafloor. In this section, we have sampled ocean floor sediments/precipitates,
terrestrial sedimentary rocks, corals and have conducted the analysis of
sedimentary structure, mineralogy, chemical and isotopic composition,
microfossil assemblage. Furthermore high-precision culture experiments
are conducted on calcifires and opal screaning planktons, which are major
constituents of sediments/sedimentary rocks. We would like to contribute
collaborative works and international project such as IODP.

Ongoing Research Themes
@Study on paleo-environment and paleo-climate in relation to
the human activity
Sedimentary cores collected from the bay provide unique opportunity
to reconstruct both terrestrial and marine environments during the last
3,000 years. For future prediction in response to increased human
activity, we culture calcifier especially responding to ocean acidification.
@Study on paleo-environment and paleo-climate by using marine
sediments and precipitates
In order to understand long term environmental change during hot earth in
Cretaceous and/or cooling earth in Cenozoic, we study long sedimentary
cores taken by International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP).
@Study on paleo-environment and paleo-climate by using
sedimentary rocks and precipitates on land
@Study on marine mineral resources
Fe-Mn nodule, Co-rich crust, and hydrothermal deposits are potential
marine mineral resources. Sub-seafloor hydrothermal activity and
seafloor ore deposits
in modern and ancient
oceanic crust including
ophiolites have been
investigated.

HEREREM ORI

Sedimentary core collection

KAWAHATA, H.

iz 1% FEs
Professor KAWAHATA, Hodaka

50

CATALOG I ATMOSPHERE AND OCEAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 2 01 6
THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO



NS | RESEARCH CONTENTS -

L

S P S R B AR

REEY T E

Division of Marine Life Science,

Department of Marine Ecosystems Dynamics, Marine Planktology Section

TR GRBEEY) dBE D SR REDS1HX—ML
EBADBRBEC. HOWIBFRIEICEBRLTVWET, ZZT
1A WINGRED S B — NV EBAZ YT
DHEET. ZREZFREEZYHPBEICEREFESDDOHHE
DEFEFESTOET, INSTIL IR AL BL4DEFERLT
HEBAEERPS REMBEBEADIRIVE —i5%, E5IIEFEBA
OYEEFEDBNFE LT BEOEMEEEERRBIZIC
BELEEERALTVET, £ HECERLXEERmM LS
HEAEDREEH N AEFABEHICLIBELEERDE
AT BEBECEEEE(LIETVBIENAS
MCHESTEEL

KRBT BFETI7R BLOTI7AKT M AZDNT,
BEEMEZTNSDELERSHICT R EHIC. BYREEIRES &
UMERERICH B EEIOBEAZEIELTVE T, COBEMDE
&, BARBE. BEG BREATE. RE7Y 75, milias
TA—ILREL &R RBOAE RS CEREENRE. B EDR
REEE). P FENFNFREAV-IERERGER. gL E
BIUMEBRICIE - THESICOVWVTHIREED TVWET &
7o MEGRE TORBEZE P BLAMEDEF T 5TI 0
CEEDREICDOWTE, ERRE - FRENIHBAOL SIS ME
PERZOARETOEE - REBRETV.AREEDTOET,

REDELHMAT—~

OB FERROESRELRYN
DFEMFNFEZAVTC ERLANIVOSHKEEILETS
ZEEBIBEELTVET,

OB FENMFHFERERVLIRYNT 727 b D5, EiELOHHA
SETCRETE LN S 1EIX S EZ N FEMFNFETH
EL. &EEREBEALET,

ONEET IR P ERMEMBERRICIZATERE
TN OEBEERBRICSY), CBRILKECPERE
DL EHERRICRATHEZHASPICLET,

OEHFATEICH T2 EMEEBIEE RWRAEEDHEH
BOWERE BERGEECEANBBATIE ENTF U
CHEBIMULEY, BE?

OHEAERRELTDAREMBERERROMAE
T8 85 BERLE AR EL S HEEDERR Y E
HoTWET, 8T IhEDDEHINIE?

@ FRICLIBFHEERDBIGL2REBICHTIHA
ERFRCL) RACRFEDERRIIAEBEEZIRT
T ThERRL. CWDPSDE(LEFRTEI LRI T2 DE
BrERVET,

The world ocean is dominated by various drifting organisms referred to
as plankton. While each plankton species is unique in its morphology,
ecology, and evolutionary history, each also has various relationships
with co-occurring species and its environment, and plays major roles in
biological production and biogeochemical cycles in the ocean. In recent
years, it has become apparent that global-scale environmental changes
and disruptions to marine ecosystems by human activities are closely
linked to changes in plankton communities. Our laboratory focuses
on investigating marine plankton and micronekton to understand their
biology, ecology, and roles in biogeochemical cycles in the ocean.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Species diversity and food web structures in marine ecosystems:
Molecular techniques reveal the basin-scale patterns of biodiversity.

@ Life history of zooplankton: Molecular techniques together with field
observation reveal egg to adult life histories of important species of
zooplankton.

@Roles of plankton on global biogeochemical cycling: Understanding
the roles of plankton on global biogeochemical cycling by
investigating the species specific physiology and ecology.

@ Mechanisms of new production and trophodynamics in the
subtropical Pacific: Passing a typhoon causes a enhancement of
primary production and alters the food-web structure in the ocean desert.

@ Understanding of coastal ecosystems from a multi-ecosystems
perspectives: Mudflat, sea glass bed, sea weed forest are the major
components of coastal ecosystems. We try to elucidate the interactions
among them.

@Damages by the great tsunami and the secondary succession of
coastal ecosystems in Tohoku area: We investigate the damages of
coastal ecosystems induced by the great tsunami from the view point of
planktonic organisms.

HRMABATDT I UM ARE
Plankton sampling on the R/V Hakuho Maru
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Marine ecosystems consist of diverse groups of living organisms.
Bacteria or prokaryotes appeared on Earth first. Most of the ocean is
characterized by high salinities, low nutrients, low temperatures, and
high pressures. Through Earth history, marine bacteria have evolved to
adapt to such physicochemical factors, and have become distributed
throughout the ocean. In addition, bacteria have developed various
interactions with both other bacteria and higher organisms. These
interactions have also contributed to species enrichment on Earth.
Bacteria, known as degraders, convert organic matter into water and
carbon dioxide. Although particulate organic matter can be consumed
by animals, Dissolved Organic Matter (DOM) is utilized solely by
bacteria. As DOM is one of the largest global reservoirs of organic
materials, clarification of bacterial functions is of primary importance in
understanding the mechanisms of the global carbon cycle.

The Microbiology Group seeks to clarify the biological characteristics,
functions, and ecological contributions of marine bacteria by introducing
new approaches in combination with molecular techniques and newly
developed optical devices.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Biomass, community structure and metagenomic analyses of
marine prokaryotes

@ Integrated research on prokaryotic group with high activity and
functions

@ Interaction between marine submicron particles and
microorganisms

@Ecology and physiology of photoheterotorphic microorganisms

FEFENBEHR TR BEER

An Atomic Force Microscopy (AFM) image of a marine bacterium
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In deep-sea reducing environments, such as hydrothermal vent fields and cold water
seep areas, faunal communities with extraordinary large biomass are often observed.
They depend on primary production by chemoautosyntheic bacteria. As most
components of the chemoautosynthesis-based communities are endemic and highly
adapted to such environments, they are suitable subjects for the study of evolution in
the deep-sea. We are studying origins, evolution processes and population structures
of various groups based on nucleotide sequences of mitochondrial and nuclear
genes. In order to understand dispersal mechanisms of endemic species, we are
rearing planktonic larvae and analyzing symbiosis with bacteria.

The Japan Sea is a semi-enclosed sea area isolated from neighboring seas by
relatively shallow and narrow straits. Severely anoxic conditions have been proposed
for the Japan Sea during the last glacial maximum. In contrast, no anoxic or suboxic
conditions has been suggested to have existed in the Okhotsk Sea even during the
last glacial maximum. In order to reveal the effect of such environmental changes on
marine ecosystems, we are comparing population structure of deep-sea demersal
fishes between these sea areas. Obtained results will provide information about
the formation process of Japanese marine fauna as well as fundamental data for
estimations of the effects of future environmental changes on marine ecosystems.
In Japan, tidelands have been severely damaged by reclamation and pollution during
the resent explosive development of coastal areas. We are analyzing geographical
distribution and population structures of tideland snails in order to obtain
fundamental information for conservation of biodiversity of tideland ecosystems. We
are also analyzing the effects of global warming on such geographical patterns.
Although sandy beaches comprise about seventy percent of open-ocean coasts,
its benthic ecology has been little known comparing to other coastal environments
such as tidal flat, rocky shores, and coral reefs. Sandy beaches are at risk of
significant habitat loss (coastal erosion) from human impacts. We are studying
benthic animals in sandy beaches to understand the ecosystem and conserve it.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Evolution and ecology of deep-sea gastropods, including
hydrothermal vent endemics

@ Genetic and morphological deviation of deep-sea demersal fishes

@ Effects of global warming on population structure of tideland snails

@Natural history of amphidromous snails

@Ecology of sandy beaches

MEMBBATON—ILIEE

Sampling of deep-sea benthic animals using a trawl on the R/V Hakuho Maru
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Life originated in the ancient seas, and has acquired diverse functions
during the long history of evolution. The Laboratory of Physiology
attempts to clarify, from a physiological perspective, how organisms
have adapted to various marine environments. To cope with the life-
threatening, high salinity of seawater, marine organisms adopt three
different strategies, as depicted in the figure. Teleosts (e.g., eels, and
salmon) maintain their plasma osmolality at about one third of seawater,
while elasmobranchs (sharks and rays) elevate their plasma osmolality
to seawater levels by accumulating urea. Our studies focus on how
animals have acquired different osmoregulatory mechanisms during
the long evolutionary history in the sea by comparing mechanisms in
extant vertebrate and invertebrate species. To this end, we investigate
mechanisms of each osmoregulatory system utilizing a wide variety of
physiological techniques at gene to organismal levels.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Analysis of osmoregulatory mechanisms of euryhaline fish using
various techniques.

@Analysis of molecular and functional evolution of osmoregulatory
hormones and their receptors by phylogenetic and genetic
techniques.

@ Integrative approach to endocrine control of osmoregulation.

@Discovery of novel osmoregulatory genes/proteins in the genome
of fish and mammals using bioinformatic techniques.

@Application of gene engineering techniques to evaluate the role
of an osmoregulatory gene at the organismal level.

@ Introduction of physiological discipline into the bio-logging
science.

BEVOEREERBISEICT 220D 3 DDEKEE

Strategies for adaptation to hyperosmotic marine environment
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After the origin of life, a variety of organisms have evolved in the
sea. The Laboratory of Molecular Marine Biology conducts research
to understand the molecular basis of the history of diversification
of aquatic organisms and the various functions involved in species
diversification and acquisition of habitats.

The evolutionary history of diverse aquatic organisms is elucidated
mainly by population genetics and phylogenetics with modern
molecular technigues. Especially, we have been determining reliable
phylogenetic frameworks, indispensable for evolutionary comparisons,
in fish through whole mitochondrial genome sequencing. On the
basis of such frameworks, we seek to understand the evolution of
biologically interesting characteristics, such as those responsible for
speciation, from both genetic and genomic perspectives.

Research on biological functions is focused on symbiotic associations
between marine macroorganisms (such as fish and invertebrates)
and microorganisms (such as gut microbes and chemoautotrophic
bacteria) and adaptation mechanisms to extreme environments such as
hydrothermal vents and changes in environmental conditions. Rearing
experiments in laboratory and field research are employed in addition to
detailed molecular analyses.

Through the studies of phylogenetic and functional evolution described
above, we hope to gain a better understanding of how life on earth
with its diverse and rich ecosystems has evolved.

Ongoing Research Themes

@ Molecular population genetics and phylogeography of aquatic
organisms

@Phylogenetic analysis of speciation and evolutionary processes
in closely related species

@ Comprehensive phylogenetic analysis of fish, through DNA
sequencing

@Evolution of mitochondrial and nuclear genomes in fish

@ Symbiotic associations between fishes and gut microbes

@ Mechanisms of adaptation to the deep-sea, including hydro-
thermal vents, and its evolution

@®Mechanisms of environmental adaptation of marine in-
vertebrates including barnacles, mussels, and hydrothermal
vent animals

@Studies on mechanisms of environmental adaptation of Asian
medaka fishes and its application to environmental monitoring

RBUENE (ET) EZORERE (L),
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Deep-sea bivalves (lower left) and the rearing
apparatus (upper left); the feeding behavior of a
Steelhead Parrotfish (right)
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We investigate the distribution, ecology, behavior and evolution
of marine organisms such as marine macrophytes (seagrass and
seaweeds), fish, sea turtles, seabirds and marine mammals through
field surveys, study of molecular genetics, remote sensing data and
Bio-logging.

1.Behavioral ecology of marine top predators: Bio-logging Science
is new scientific field that allows researchers to investigate phenomena
in or around free-ranging organisms that are beyond the boundary
of our visibility or experience. We rely mainly on animal-borne
devices, which can record 3-D dive path, swimming efforts and visual
information on surrounding environment including prey distribution,
micro habitat and other individuals (social interaction). Combining with
physiological experiment, stable isotope analysis, molecular genetics
and development of new devices, we aim to understand mechanism
(proximate factor) and function (ultimate factor) of animal behavior.
2.Habitat mapping and measurement of marine organisms: For
the conservation of coastal ecosystems, we study a habitat mapping
system that couples GIS and remote sensing techniques such as
satellite and narrow multibeam sonar with a system for integrated
coastal area management. We develop three-dimensional measurement
systems and visualization methods of habitats.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Physiological behavior of large fishes (Ocean sunfish, sharks
and sea bass, etc.)

@ Migration and life history of sea turtles

@Behavioral ecology of seabirds (streaked shearwater, albatross,
European shag, etc.).

@Improvement and development of Bio-logging tools

@Development of a three-dimensional measurement system to
map bottom substrates and macrophyte beds using optical and
acoustic remote-sensing methods

@Development of a three-dimensional system to map fish schools
using a narrow multibeam sonar

@Distribution and transport of drifting seaweeds in the East
China Sea

@Studies on the habitat use and behavior of the whip stingray by
using a bio-logging system
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An animal-borne video
camera took shots of
a streaked shearwater
capturing a Japanese
anchovy under the water
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A photograph showing the
world tallest seagrass, Zostera
caulescens Miki, in Funakoshi Bay,
Sanriku Coast (left), and a three-
dimensional image mapped using a
narrow multibeam sonar (right)
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Numerical experiment to evaluate climate change effects on fish
(Pacific saury) using a fish growth - migration model

Ocean provides variety of benefits, including fish, shellfish and
seaweed, and sustains human living. Recently, many studies showed
the importance of climate and ocean variability on the fluctuation of
living marine resources. For example, it has been elucidated that the
large fluctuation of Japanese sardine closely related to the ocean
environments in the Kuroshio and Kuroshio Extension, where their
eggs and larvae are advected. However, life history of many marine
livings (spawning ground, migration route, etc.) is still unknown and the
mechanism of ocean variability impacts on living marine resources is
still mystery. Facing to the global change, it is urgent task for human
beings to elucidate the mechanism of ocean variability impacts on
marine ecosystems and evaluate the effect of future climate change
on living marine resources. Our group studies the dynamics of physical
oceanographic processes and their impacts on marine ecosystem and
fisheries resources via physical-biological interactions by promoting
both field observations and numerical simulations. We are conducting
high technical observations using underwater gliders and GPS wave
buoys and investigating sardine larval environments using stable
isotope. Relationship between ocean environments and occurrence of
paralytic shellfish poisoning is studied with real-time buoy monitoring
of Otsuchi Bay. To elucidate the key factors to control fluctuations of
living marine resources and evaluate climate change effects on them,
data assimilated marine ecosystem models and fish growth - migration
models have been developed.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Fluctuation and species alternation mechanism of important
living marine resources

@Impacts of global warming on marine ecosystem and fluctuation
in living marine resources

@Physical processes related to biogeochemical cycles in the
Kuroshio and its adjacent regions

@Transport modeling of harmful organisms and toxic substances

@Development of new-generation observation system and marine
ecosystem models

KIEEDREEFRDYT IV
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Real-time monitoring of wind
and wave in Otsuchi Bay
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Our group focuses on the population dynamics of marine organisms from
the viewpoint of applying various mathematical techniques. Research
in the group addresses a wide range of questions broadly concerning
fisheries stock management, conservation ecology, and evolutionary
ecology. Our research utilizes a wide range of modelling techniques, from
the models for fisheries stock management (e.g., VPA and integrated
models) to computer-intensive statistical methods (e.g., maximum
likelihood estimation, bootstrap, hierarchical Bayesian modelling,
and MCMC). Our approach also includes the modelling techniques
established in theoretical biology, such as the matrix-population models,
PDE-population models, individual-based models, optimality models,
and quantitative genetics models. We contribute to both society and
academia, by supporting numerical simulations for governmental stock
management and by achieving multidisciplinary collaboration through
statistical consulting for empirical studies, respectively.

Ongoing Research Themes

@Management and assessment of marine living resource : We
study the statistical methodology to estimate population sizes
and ecological parameters from fishery-derived, fragmental, noisy
data, as well as to develop management procedures robust to
environmental uncertainties.

@Conservation ecology of coastal cetaceans : The finless
porpoise and Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins are coast-dwelling
mammals, and directly suffer from human activities. This project
aims to understand the population dynamics and to evaluate the
future extinction risk of these coastal cetaceans.

@Population size estimation using neutral genetic information
: This is a challenging study to estimate the wild population size
of marine organisms. We employ a genetics-incorporated age-
structured population model implemented on a supercomputer for
establishing new methods for the next generation.

@Theoretical approach to the evolutionary dynamics of marine
organisms : In a mathematical sense, population models are
closely-related to the models to describe replicator dynamics or
evolutionary dynamics. We thus pursue theoretical studies on the
life history evolution and reproductive ecology of marine organisms.

BEENEROFMEEROT OLX

The process of stock evaluation and management of living marine resources
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Marine animals generally produce large number of eggs (10°-107).
The average egg diameter for various fish species is as small as 1.0
mm, irrespective of the adult body sizes of the species. Hatched
larvae are also small about 3.0 mm in length and have different
morphology and ecology from their parents. They experience mass
mortality in the planktonic larval and early juvenile stages. Recruitment
of juveniles to adult population is determined by the growth and
mortality rates in early life stages. Individuals experience different
physical and biological environment, and have different growth and
maturation characteristics. Such individual differences result in various
reproductive traits of adults, and eventually in quantity and quality
of egg production that affect recruitment of the next generation.
Members of the Biology of Fisheries Resources Section investigate
maturation and spawning of adult marine organisms such as fish and
squid species, and growth and mortality in larval and juvenile stages.
The aims of our research are to understand the reproductive and
early life ecology of marine animals that underlies the mechanisms of
recruitment fluctuations and eventual population dynamics. Our results
will constitute the basis of sustainable use of living marine resources.

<17 DEX
School of Japanese sardine Sardinops melanostictus
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Egg mass of squid Heferololigo bleekeri at natural spawning ground
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Fig1

The distribution, migration, and stock variation of marine organisms
fluctuate with 